Math 191

Fall 2009

Instructor:  Daniel Ramras, WH 205, e-mail: ramras@nmsu.edu, telephone 646-2406.  Outside of office hours, the best way to contact me is via e-mail. The Math Office phone is 646-3901.

Office Hours:  Monday 12:30-1:45, Th 11:00-12:15 in WH 205. If you need to see me at another time, please make an appointment.  Office hours are one of the best and most underutilized resources at most universities.  One of the simplest things you can do to succeed in this class is to attend office hours regularly.  If you don’t have questions, listening to other people’s questions is usually very helpful.

Co-requisite:  Math 191L, graded S/U. 

Communication: I will communicate with you regularly through your NMSU e-mail account, so please check your e-mail often.   If one student has a question on a particular problem, I may feel everyone can benefit from more information on that problem and I will BCC the entire class my response.  You should also be aware that official communications will come to you through your NMSU e-mail account, and your success in college may be jeopardized if you do not respond promptly.  Note that e-mail forwarding is available, if you prefer to use a non-NMSU account.
Prerequisite:  An adequate score on the math placement exam or C or better in Math 180 and Math 185 or Math 190.

Text:  Calculus Early Transcendentals, Jon Rogawski.  You may purchase a copy from the bookstore.  The bookstore copies come with access codes for CalcPortal (courses.bfwpub.com/calculuset.php), which gives you access to an on-line version of the text and other resources, and access codes for the on-line homework system WebAssign (www.webassign.net).  Access to WebAssign is required, and costs $19.95 if purchased on-line separately. The on-line textbook allows the instructor to post “sticky-notes,” so I encourage students to ask questions about the text that I can reply to via sticky-notes.

Calculator:  A calculator is useful for some portions of the course.  Do not become too dependent on your calculator.  You will not be allowed a calculator on the exams or quizzes.

Objectives:  The goals are to present the concepts of calculus, to stress techniques, applications, and problem solving, and to emphasize numerical aspects such as approximations and order of magnitude.  Overall, the goals are to illustrate the power of calculus as a tool for modeling situations arising in physics, science, engineering and other fields.

Material:  We cover most of the first four chapters of the text, largely in the order they appear in the text.

Extra Help:

· Office hours (T 9:45-11:00, Th 11:00-12:15)

· Help is available in WH 101.  A schedule will be placed on the door to WH 101.

Lab Sections: You must bring your physical textbook with you to all lab meetings.  
Grades:
On-line homework


15%     


Quizzes and written HW

15%   


2 Exams



20% each 


Cumulative Final Exam

30%

A total numerical grade of 90% or more will guarantee you a final grade in the A range; 80% will guarantee you a final grade in the B range or higher; 70% will guarantee you a grade in the C range or higher; and 60% will guarantee you a passing grade.

On-Line homework: On-line HW will be assigned frequently via WebAssign, so make sure to register for the class on-line as soon as possible.  In order to do the online HW you need to register at www.webassign.net and follow the links for student registration. You should have a registration code bundled with your textbook, or else you may purchase access on-line for $19.95.  You must register using the appropriate course access code: 

Section 2 (MWF 9:30-10:20) - nmsu 5275 4594


Section 3  (MWF 10:30-11:20) - nmsu 0598 4745  

The problems done in the weekly calculus lab sections (Math 191L) will correspond to many of the problems assigned on-line.

Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given in class most Fridays, and will generally cover material from the previous Friday, Monday, and Wednesday.  If you are absent on the day of a quiz and the absence is unexcused, you will receive a 0 for that quiz grade.  If you have an excused absence for the day a quiz is given, you will be allowed to make-up the quiz as long as you attend to this in a timely manner.  For example, if we have a quiz on Friday and you had to be away for a university sanctioned event on Friday but you are back in class on Monday, I will expect you to take the make-up on Monday.  It is your responsibility to see me to schedule the make-up. 

Written Homeworks:  Writing is one of the most important skills you can learn in college, and it is important to be able to write clearly on technical subjects.  Several written homeworks will be assigned over the course of the semester, and these assignments will ask you to give written explanations of important concepts and problems encountered in the course.  
Exams:  Math 191 students will take exams on Thursday, October 1 and Thursday, November 12 from 7-8:30pm.  The location of the exams will be determined later in the semester.  No calculators will be allowed on exams.

If you have a conflict with the exam times, let me know immediately.

There will be make-up exams given Friday at 3:30-5:00 pm on October 2 and November 13. The only allowed excuses for a make-up are documented illnesses or university sponsored events. You must inform me at least one week ahead of time. 

Final Exam:  The final exam will be cumulative and will be given on Tuesday, December 8 from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  No calculator will be allowed on the final.

Attendance:  It is your responsibility to attend class.  I expect you to arrive on time and to remain for the full class.  If you miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what material was covered make up any missed work.  

Withdrawals and Incompletes:  You have the primary responsibility for withdrawing from the course.  I will authorize the secretary in the Math Office (SH 236) to sign drop slips for me, in case I am not available.  The last date to drop with a “W” is October 14.  Under university policy, an “I” grade is allowed only if a student has passed the first half of the course, and is precluded from completion of the second half of the course by a documented illness or family crisis.

Academic Misconduct:  It is assumed that you have familiarized yourself with the portion of the student handbook and catalog pertaining to academic misconduct.  Please be aware that such misconduct, including but not limited to plagiarism, is subject to disciplinary action.  Students should note that both intentional and unintentional plagiarism is prohibited.  Students may refer to the following websites for more information.  The current University definition of plagiarism can be found at 

http://www.nmsu.edu/%7Evpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html 
Discrimination:  Feel free to call Jerry Nevarez, Director of Institutional Equity, at 505-646-3635 with any questions you may have about NMSU's Non-Discrimination Policy and complaints of discrimination, including sexual harassment. 

Disabilities:  Feel free to call Michael Armendariz, Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities, at 505-646-6840 with any questions you may have on student issues related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  All medical information will be treated confidentially.
Tentative Schedule

8/20-21: 1.1-1.3 

8/24-28: 1.4-1.6 

8/31-9/4: 2.1, 2.2 Limits

9/7-11: Labor Day, 2.3, 2.4

9/14-18: 2.5, 2.6

9/21-25: 2.6, 2.7

9/28-10/2: 3.1, Review, Exam 1 (Thursday, October 1 from 7-8:30pm)
10/5-9: 3.2-3.4

10/12-16: 3.5-3.8, Withdrawal deadline (October 14)

10/19-23: 3.9-3.11

10/26-30: 4.1, 4.2

11/2-6: 4.3, 4.4

11/9-13: 4.4, Review, Exam 2 (Thursday, November 12 from 7-8:30pm)
11/16-20: 4.5, 4.6

11/23-27: Thanksgiving Break

11/30-12/4: 4.7, Review

12/7-11 Final Exam (Tuesday, December 8, 3:30-5:30 PM)
